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2019 GeoTech: Conversations in the Cliff
Keynote Presenters
Amanda Moreno-Lake, Drexell Owusu, Kiyundra Gulley, Paula Blackmon, and moderator Edwin Cabaniss
Thursday, February 28, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.   |   Msgr. Milam J. Joseph Auditorium
Join Amanda Moreno-Lake, Drexell Owusu, Kiyundra Gulley, Paula Blackmon, and moderator Edwin Cabaniss, for an evening 
conversation around local sustainability and development. Hear from these experts as they discuss their unique visions for the future of 
southern Dallas. 

Amanda Moreno-Lake is the current 
Vice-President of Operations and 
Partner in Jim Lake Companies. 
Amanda learned all the ins and outs 
of real estate investment, leasing, 
and property management through 
her experience in Oak Cliff and the 
Bishop Arts District, and has used 

that knowledge in the current Jim Lake Company projects in 
downtown Waxahachie and Ennis, and the Cedars. She is a 
member of the DART Board, as well as the Oak Cliff Chamber 
of Commerce, along with numerous other philanthropic, and 
government boards around the City of Dallas. We are honored 
to have Amanda Moreno- Lake as a member of the Bishop 
Dunne Ambassadors’ Council.

Drexell Owusu is the Senior Vice 
President, Education and Workforce for 
the Dallas Regional Chamber, where 
he leads the Chamber’s efforts to grow 
and develop our existing regional talent 
and workforce. He earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in history from Rice University, 
where he was a two-time Track and Field 

All-American in the triple jump. He is a passionate advocate for 
education, serving on many non-profit boards in Dallas. Drexell 
lives in Kessler Park with his wife and three children.

Paula C. Blackmon, a lifelong Texan 
and a resident of East Dallas for 25 
years, is a candidate for Dallas City 
Council’s District 9. Paula grew up in 
the small West Texas town of Snyder 
and has spent her career in Texas 
public service. Paula is an active 
leader in Dallas politics. She and her 
husband, Barry, a Dallas architect, live 
in Hillside neighborhood with their 

three boys. A loyal Red Raider, Paula is a graduate of Texas Tech 
University where she earned a bachelor’s degree in International 
Economics.

Kiyundra Gulley was appointed 
president of the Oak Cliff Chamber of 
Commerce and Oak Cliff Empowered, 
Inc. as of July 2014, where she serves 
the membership as its CEO in addition 
to her role as president. Dedicated to 
the Chamber and its members, Mrs. 
Gulley graduated from the United States 
Chamber of Commerce Institute for 
Organization Management as a certified 

Chamber Executive. Mrs. Gulley moved with her family to Dallas 
from Florida in 2005. Kiyundra, husband Marcus, and daughter 
Kyndra reside in Dallas and attend Covenant Church in Carrollton 
Texas.

Edwin Cabaniss and his wife Lisa have been residents of Oak Cliff for 20 years. They have twin daughters, 
Gabrielle and Rachelle, who attend Bishop Dunne Catholic School.  Edwin owns and operates Kessler Presents, 
which produces over 400 events annually making it one of the largest independent music promotion companies 
in the country. Most of the shows are produced out of the Kessler Theater in Oak Cliff and The Heights Theater 
in Houston. Both facilities are listed in the National Register of Historic Places and have won numerous 
preservation achievement awards. In addition, The Kessler has been named “business of the year” multiple 
times by the Oak Cliff Chamber of Commerce, and Kessler Presents has received the Obelisk award from the 
Business Council for the Arts. Outside of work, Edwin is very active in his community and has received The 

President’s Volunteer Service Award and was named Father of the Year by the T Boone Pickens YMCA. He co-founded and chaired Go 
Oak Cliff, plus currently is the chair of the Southern Gateway’s Equitable Development Task Force. Before starting Kessler Presents, 

Previous GeoTech 

KEYNOTE PRESENTERS
2019  Andrès Ruzo, McClain Martensen Saving the Amazon: The Boiling River Project
 Roger Palmer, Rebecca Schnekser
2018 Bertie Gregory National Geographic Young Explorer and Scientific Exploration Zenith Explorer
2017 Bryan Christy National Geographic Explorer of the Year and Special Investigations Unit
2016 Joel Sartore National Geographic Society Photographer and Conservationist
2015  James Balog Film Producer: Chasing Ice and Environmentalist
2014  Dr. Patrick Meier Crisis Mapper and Humanitarian
2013 Dr. Albert Yu-Min Lin Archeologist, Explorer, and Pioneer of Crowdsourcing and Drone Exploration
2012  Dr. Mireya Mayor Field Correspondent, Explorer, Naturalist, and Author of Pink Boots and a Machete:  
  My Journey From NFL Cheerleader to National Geographic Explorer.
2012  Dr. Kobe Boykins Engineer and Designer for Mars Explorer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
2011  Dr. Robert Bakker Paleontologist and Author: The Dinosaur Heresies
2010  Ben Osborne Planet Earth DVD Series Photographer
2010  Chad Pregracke President of Living Lands and Waters – U.S. Jefferson Award for Public Service Winner,  
  CNN Hero of the Year 2013
2009  Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson Astrophysicist, Nova Host, and Cosmos Host
2008  Dr. Dawn Wright Oceanographer and Deep Water Explorer, Professor of Geography and Oceanography,  
  Oregon State University
2007 David Rumsey Cartographer and Philanthropist
2007  Dr. Spencer Wells Geneticist, Anthropologist, and National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence
2007  Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ Author: Dead Man Walking, Anti-Death Penalty Activist
2006  Dr. Mae Jemison Astronaut and Author, Founder and Chair of the Dorothy Jemison  
  Foundation for Excellence
2005  Dr. J. Michael Fay National Geographic Conservationist-in-Residence
2004  Jodi Cobb National Geographic Photographer
2003  Dr. John Kuglin Former Director of NASA’s Earth Observing System (EOS) Education Project
2002  Dr. Wade Davis National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence
2001  Dr. Sally Ride Astronaut and Author. Professor of Physics, University of California at San Diego
2000  Erik Larson Author: Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, and  
  the Deadliest Hurricane in History, Thunderstruck: Devil in the White City, and In the  
  Garden of Beasts
1999  Dr. Jane Goodall Author: Reason for Hope, Anthropologist and Scientist, Founder of The Jane Goodall  
  Institute
1998  Dayton Duncan Author and Co-Producer (with Ken Burns) Lewis & Clark: The Journey of the Corps of  
  Discovery: An Illustrated History, The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, The Dust Bowl:  
  An Illustrated History, The Civil War, Baseball, and Jazz
1998  Ann Bancroft Author: No Horizon Is So Far: An Extraordinary Journey Across Antarctica and Explorer -  
  First Woman at the North Pole and the South Pole and to Traverse the Antarctic Continent
1997  Dr. Robert Ballard Author: Lost Liners, Explorer and Discoverer of RMS Titanic, Founder of the Institute for  
  Exploration, and the JASON Foundation
1997  Kenneth C. Davis Author: Don’t Know Much About Geography: Don’t Know Much About History;  
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WHERE EARTH, TECHNOLOGY, AND EXPLORATION MEET

T
he GeoTech Conference provides a forum to inspire and motivate educators in grades K – 12 to teach about the Earth – its 
structure, societies, environments, and their interplay, using a wide range of technologies. This year’s GeoTech Conference 
brings exploration to a local level, where teachers will learn about the sustainability and development happening within their 
community. Both the Jefferson and Bishop Arts tours will explore different historical facets of Oak Cliff and provide insight on 

the growth of each neighborhood over the last 50 years.

Monday, February 25 – Tuesday, February 26, 2019 Student Exploration
Make Design Fly Roger Palmer

National Geographic’s Giant Traveling Map of Texas Anita Palmer

Rock-n-Salsa Pete Torres

Awe and Wonder Take Flight Lindsey and Simon McNeny

Thursday, February 28, 2019 1:45 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Bishop Arts Tour

Jefferson Boulevard Tour

Thursday, February 28, 2019 (continued)

THE WILD DETECTIVES
The Wild Detectives is an independent bookstore and bar in the Bishop 
Arts District (BAD). Javier Garcia del Moral and Paco Vique, Spanish civil 
engineers and friends who loved books and conversation, opened the store in 
February 2014. They have made the WD a community gathering place, a place 
for people to come together to share ideas and conversation, to hear local and 
international authors, and to experience the arts. Brand Director Andres de la 
Casa-Huertas will tell us about their vision.  

Location: 314 W. Eighth Street, Dallas, TX 75208

THE KESSLER THEATRE 
Owner Edwin Cabaniss and artistic director Jeff Liles renovated and opened 
the historic Kessler Theater in March 2010, after decades of the building 
sitting vacant. The building once housed a movie theater but now has 
become a premier venue for live music. Mr. Cabaniss, father of middle school 
students Rachelle and Gabrielle, won the Old Oak Cliff Conservation League’s 
Conservation Achievement award in December 2010 for his efforts. The venue 
continues to receive acclaim from musicians and concert-goers. Mr. Cabaniss 
or Diana Cox will give us a tour of the theater.

Location: 1230 W. Davis, Dallas, TX 75208

MERCADO 369  
Mercado369 galleries are filled with one-of-a-kind original art, sculpture, 
jewelry, textiles and decorative home and corporate gifts from Mexico to 
Argentina. Every item is personally selected to reflect the rich culture and 
history of Latin America. More than an art gallery, the 7,000-square-foot 
facility is the perfect, one-of-a-kind venue for private or corporate events. 
From the inviting reception area to the ample exhibition hall connecting nine 
galleries to the enticing Hatuey Café & Bar lounge, Mercado369 offers a variety 
of setup options to create the right ambiance for any event.

Location: 369 W. Jefferson Blvd., Oak Cliff, TX 75208

JEFFERSON TOWER   
Built in 1928 and originally known as the Medical-Dental Building, Jefferson 
Tower pioneered economic development along Jefferson Blvd. in the 1930s. 
The building’s central tower, the first high-rise in Oak Cliff, rises up eight 
stories, with two penthouses above the eighth floor, a basement below, and 
two retail wings. Jim Lake Companies is investing $4.3 million to acquire the 
property and approximately $5 million for retail renovation and finish out, 
facade renovation and the conversion of the 2nd floor over retail into 15 
work/live loft units. The addition of two 2nd floor roof top viewing decks, 
finish out of remaining office vacancies, paving of an additional parking lot, 
an architectural lighting package, and a Jefferson streetscape project will 
complete the development. Work/live units put eyes on the street to improve 
and encourage pedestrian activity and increase safety. City of Dallas supported 
through Chapter 380 Economic Development Grants.

Location: 351 W. Jefferson Blvd., Dallas, TX 75208

RED PEGASUS COMICS 
Red Pegasus Comics is another independent business. They sell comic books, 
graphic novels, manga, toys, and collectibles. They also have book clubs and author 
signings. Gabriel Mendez and Kenneth Denson started Red Pegasus as a pop-up 
shop in the BAD in November 2014. They opened a permanent location on Eighth 
Street in April 2015 and moved last year to their current location. (FYI: Alum 
Naomi Gibson, 2014, works for Red Pegasus.) Gabriel will talk about how they 
have evolved.

Location: 319 N. Bishop Avenue, Dallas, TX 75208
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Andrés Ruzo is a geoscientist, conservationist, author, science communicator and educator, who became the first scientist granted permission 
to study the Boiling River of the Amazon in 2011.

A tri-citizen, Andrés grew up between Peru, Nicaragua, and the United States, all countries where he now has active projects. He holds 
degrees in Geology and Finance from Southern Methodist University (Dallas, TX), where he is currently finishing a Ph.D. in Geophysics. 
His business-related work primarily focuses on energy and project finance, and most recently, on building sustainable economic systems to 
catalyze Amazonian conservation. Through his geoscientific work, he has experience in various aspects of energy and resource exploration and 
development, including work with water quality, building materials, and even jewelry and precious stones. However, his primary geoscientific 
focus is in the field of volcanology and geothermal studies, looking to understand geothermal systems for academic, conservation, and 
geothermal energy exploration. Ultimately, he believes that environmental responsibility and economic prosperity can go hand in hand, and 

uses his work to unite both aims. Andrés believes that education serves as the catalyst to this goal, and he works with elementary through higher education on a weekly 
basis, giving talks, workshops, and short courses, as well as actively contributing to National Geographic Learning educational materials.

He is also the Founder and Director of the “Boiling River Project,” a non-profit dedicated to understanding and protecting the sacred Boiling River of the Amazon (i.e., the 
Shanay-timpishka Geothermal System) by bringing together modern science, conservation economics, and traditional Amazonian knowledge.

Andrés has been a National Geographic Explorer since 2010, receiving multiple grants for his projects in Perú. He has been featured on various NatGeo outlets, including 
the Magazine, Channel, and Digital Media. He is currently the Partnership Ambassador for the LEGO-NatGeo Partnership, as well as the host for a show in the works on 
NatGeo Latin America (Spanish channel).

Andrés is a TED Main Stage Speaker and TED Book Author. He has received various awards and recognitions from industry associations and conservation groups, 
including the Geothermal Resources Council, the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, and Greenpeace.

McClain Martensen is currently a senior at Bishop Dunne. She started working as a GIS analyst/drone pilot for the Boiling River Project in 
the middle of her junior year (November 2017). Over the summer she traveled to Peru for two weeks alongside Roger Palmer, Andrès Ruzo 
and the rest of the field season team to take drone imagery in order to create a high-resolution, 3D map of the Boiling River.

Roger Palmer has taught high school chemistry, physics, Earth, environmental and field science, and is currently the science department 
chair at Bishop Dunne and director of Outdoor Education. He has been involved with NASA initiatives, using remote sensed imagery to teach 
math, science, and geography to K-12 students. He holds both a Master of Science and Master of Chemistry degrees and conducts research 
projects in the use of GIS to model integrated approaches to environmental problems. 

Rebecca Schnekser is a seasoned educator, bringing 13 years of classroom teaching, curriculum writing, and professional development 
creation experience to the world of education. She currently teaches PreK-grade 5 science at Cape Henry Collegiate in Virginia Beach. Becky 
is a National Geographic Certified Educator and Trainer, Grosvenor Teacher Fellow, and Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching Award winner. Her passion resides in bringing educational field science to life for students and teachers worldwide. To 
accomplish this goal, in 2018 alone, she traveled to Peru, Galapagos, and the George Washington National Forest to complete field expeditions. 
As a member of these expedition teams, she used the field experience to inform her own classroom instruction, scale and replicate field work 
with students as well as create learning activities for classrooms worldwide through the National Geographic Educator Community. She 
is a consultant and curriculum writer for STEM toy companies such as Lego, DEMCO, Sphero, and LittleBits; bringing expert classroom 
pedagogical insight to the table. 

Friday, March 1, 2019

7:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. Community Lecture  Monsignor Milam J. Joseph Auditorium
GeoTech: Conversations in the Cliff 
Featuring: Amanda Moreno-Lake, Drexell Owusu, Kiyundra Gulley, Paula Blackmon, and moderator Edwin Cabaniss

8:15 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. Reception honoring Panelists Bishop Dunne Library

Breakfast and Registration 7:45 a.m. – 8:25 a.m.

 Bishop Dunne Cafeteria

Keynote Presentation 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

Saving the Amazon  Monsignor Milam J. Joseph Auditorium

TEXAS THEATRE  
The Texas Theatre was opened at 231 West Jefferson Boulevard with fanfare 
on San Jacinto Day, April 21, 1931. The Texas Theatre was the creation of 
longtime Oak Cliff resident and entrepreneur, C. R. McHenry, better known in 
the community as “Uncle Mack.” McHenry’s dream was to build a theater with 
state-of-the-art projection and sound equipment.

In 2001 the 501 3c The Oak Cliff Foundation purchased the building and 
began looking for a new permanent tenant. Several areas of the building 
were renovated and upgraded by the OCF. The Texas Theatre was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2003. In 2009 Jason Reimer was 
invited to join the OCF as the creative director by then chairmen, Stuart Sikes. 
After rebranding and holding a series of curated free screenings, Reimer was 
approached by Barak Epstein with a plan to reopen the theater into a fully 
functional cinema and events center. The new operations began via a grand 
re-opening in the fall of 2010.

Location: 369 W. Jefferson Blvd., Oak Cliff, TX 75208

Thursday, February 28, 2019 (continued)
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Friday, March 1, 2019 (continued)
How to Use Augmented Reality (AR) Gaming Technology in Your Classroom Room 102
ARIS is a free online tool that you can use to develop augmented reality gaming in your classroom.  Come and learn about how you and your students can create a simple 
augmented reality game with location and other triggers using ARIS (Mac and an iPhone based).

Gary Lewis is a passionate Australian Earth science educator who now resides and works from Maine, USA.  Gary is the author of over 20 publications to help teachers 
introduce Earth science topics in their classrooms and leads trips for teachers around the globe every year.  He also currently manages a number of programs for the Maine 
Mathematics and Science Alliance (MMSA.org), that involve young people in place-based citizen science and other programs using the latest technology to collect and 
capture data.   Gary has been the chair (6 years) and is currently a commissioner on the International Union of Geological Sciences Commission of Geoscience Education, 
Training and Technology Transfer.  He is an active member of the International Geoscience Education Community (IGEO), including being a convener of its conference 
(GeoSciEd) in Sydney in 2000.

Oklahoma GIS Students Investigate Local Issues Library
The Shawnee Middle School Geo Team was formed last year and is backed by a national grant from the Society for Science & the Public. The SMS Geo Team focuses on 
changing the world in small ways and their current research focuses on solving the pollution crisis, especially plastic pollution. These young scientists hope to gain valuable 
practice and feedback by presenting their current research. SMS Geo Team students will be presenting their current research projects, most of which are still in progress. 
Each project will be entered into research competitions and the team members look forward to gaining skills in presenting and hearing any feedback from the audience. 

Jessica Smith, Raynee Leone, MacKenzie Taron, and Preston Stanfill - Biodegradable Plastics
Daisy Meeks - Mushrooms in Oil Spills
Olivia Brem and Lillian Brown - Microplastics in Flounder
Orlin McConnell-Abel - Bacteria Breaking Down Plastic

Cheyenne Branscum and Pamela Hamman are 6th grade teachers at Shawnee Middle School. After receiving funding from the Society for Science & the Public, they cre-
ated the SMS Geo Team which focuses on mentoring disadvantaged students on geographical science and engineering competitive projects. Mrs. Hamman has a Master’s 
in Education from East Central University and Mrs. Branscum has a Bachelor’s in Security Studies from the University of Oklahoma.

Session III 10:30 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.

Active Learning Breaks  Room 408  
The brain is an amazing organ working to coordinate so many actions in the body, it seems crazy to think students need more to do while learning topics of any kind.  Work 
on memory and learning shows that we remember and rewire our brains to learn information by increasing the number of connections to pieces of information both to 
other concepts but also to all other input going on around us while learning.  Active learning leverages learning modalities, left right brain crossover development, keeps 
students bloodflow and energy up, engages more areas of the brain to create more connections to information while learning.  Activities range from deskwork to active 
movement and are useful for teachers across the curriculum.  Students benefit all day from periodic learning action in their schedules.

Leah Wheeling, North Dakota’s 2016 Middle School PE teacher of the year is an enthusiastic 7th Grade PE and Health teacher at Simle Middle School, Bismarck, ND. Leah 
graduated from Bemidji State University with education degrees in both K-12 Music Education and Physical Education and completed a Master’s in Physical Education 
from University of Mary. Leah adjunct teaches at the University of Mary, Adapted PE Methods and Health Education Methods courses. She also enjoys coaching middle 
school cross country, track, high school swimming and coordinating a before school physical activity program. Leah is currently serving as president on the ND SHAPE 
board. She teaches with a passion for creating students who care about their personal wellness, love to learn and hopefully live a physically active lifestyle! 

Computer Science for All  Room 310
An understanding of computer science can benefit students across a variety of disciplines. This presentation will highlight these aspects and show how you can bring com-
putational thinking into your classroom, even if you don’t teach computer science. We will also discuss how to incorporate materials from code.org, The Hour of Code, and 
AP to make programming approachable and fun. Bring a tablet or laptop - time permitting, you’ll write your very own “hello world” program.

Kevin Braun is in his 12th year teaching at Bishop Dunne. He is the math department chair and currently teaches AP Computer Science Principles at Dunne. He gradu-
ated from the University of Notre Dame in 2007 with a B.S. in Computer Science and joined Bishop Dunne through the Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) program.  
 

National Geographic’s Geo-Inquiry Process in Action Room 205
Geo-Inquiry is a new integrated, project-based process that connects real-world challenges and National Geographic Explorers to the classroom. In this interactive session, 
educators will learn new strategies to help students develop critical thinking skills, ask geographic questions, collect information, visualize data, create a compelling story, 
and advocate for change in their local communities focusing on empathy, curiosity, and respect for diversity.

Dr. Thomas Larsen is a Senior Research Associate at Texas State University’s Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education.  Dr. Larsen began facilitating in-service and 
pre-service training while working with the Missouri Geographic Alliance (MGA) from 2012 to 2014. From 2014 to 2018, he took an active role in teachers’ professional 
development with the Kansas Geographic Alliance (KGA).  Currently, he leads training as a National Geographic Facilitator to certify Texas teachers in geography education. 
As a researcher, Dr. Larsen examines how geographic knowledge can be enhanced to increase students’ agency and improve societal well-being. He is also interested in 
exploring big ideas regarding the human-environment relationship and the Anthropocene. 

Session II 9:30 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.

SEL – Engaging Students Where They Feel! Room 408
Opportunities for social-emotional learning (SEL) are everywhere – in every subject area, staff meeting, parent communication, disciplinary setting, counseling session, 
dedicated SEL class (e.g. freshman seminar or advisory), sports teams, arts, and school clubs. However, to effectively infuse and reinforce SEL throughout the school 
community, students first need to be taught and consistently reminded of basic SEL skills. In this session, we will review the seven basic skills we utilize in our program as 
well as explain how teaching students to use each of these skills can enhance and benefit your specific role at your school.

Amy Kirchhoff, LPC, is the Director of Guidance and Counseling at Bishop Dunne High School. She lives in the Oak Cliff area with her husband and two elementary 
school-aged daughters. Amy’s passion is bridging the wide gap between mental health care and schools by fostering relationships between schools and local mental health 
care practices and non-profits, expanding explicit social-emotional learning in the classrooms, and providing information and guidance to parents on best practices to 
help their children succeed academically and as a citizen of life.

Bryson Lewis is in his fourth year  at Bishop Dunne teaching freshman seminar. He graduated from Abilene Christian University with a Bachelor’s of Science. Bryson is 
the father of one 4 year old daughter, Kiyah Lewis and husband to wife, Alexia Lewis, who is currently expecting a second daughter. Bryson also coaches several sports 
here at Bishop Dunne. Bryson is from Dallas, and graduated from Kimball High school.

Amplify Student Voice  Room 310
Flipgrid is a powerful tool for student voice that is now part of the Microsoft family. If you have access to Office 365, then you have an account in Flipgrid! Learn how to 
integrate this easy to use program with your students and bring formative assessment to life.

Erica Culton has been teaching at Bishop Dunne since 2004. Erica serves as the Middle School Director and is a highly experienced social studies teacher. Erica is a 
certified Microsoft Innovative Educator Trainer.

Christine Voigt is a secondary educator and award-winning author from Dallas, Texas. Her background is in English, geography, and life sciences and her specialty is 
infusing technology across the curriculum. She currently serves as the Director of Curriculum and Instructional Technology at Bishop Dunne Catholic School. She has 
been recognized at the state and national levels for her contribution to geographic education and has received multiple honors for the books Mapping Our World: GIS 
in Education and the Our World book series. She holds a Master’s degree in Educational Leadership from SMU and is a member of Pi Lambda Theta Education Honor 
Society.

Mapping Vietnam  Room 304
Mike Kistner has been researching and mapping my father’s tours in Vietnam. He started with the letters his father wrote to him during his 1970 tour. Mike began looking 
for the locations of his father’sunit when he wrote those letters. Students have been assisting with this research. This presentation will include letters his father wrote home, 
pictures he took while in country, and maps of the fire bases and landing zones during the war.

Michael Kistner has been teaching at Bishop Dunne for many years. He has a B.A. in history from the University of Texas at Arlington and an M.A. in European history 
from University of North Texas. Mr. Kistner has a particular interest in military history, especially Vietnam, as his father served two tours of duty there. 

Pollinator Garden on School Grounds  Room 205
Native Plants for Pollinator Gardens in North Central Texas – This will present Native plant options for pollinator gardens to help not only monarch butterflies and honey-
bees, but also other native bees and pollinators.   

Allison Headley graduated Texas Tech University with a BS in Horticulture.  She has a demonstrated history of working in various areas of the horticultural industry. She 
works with staff zoologists in the design and upkeep of animal habitats. She is also responsible for the browse program which augments and enhances the nutrition of many 
of our animals.

Kevin Whitsett has 30+ years of experience working in various horticultural endeavors mostly in the field of landscape maintenance. He has a BS in horticulture from 
Texas Tech University and is a Texas Master Certified Nursery Professional.  His responsibilities mainly involve the overall upkeep of the landscaping at the Dallas Zoo.

Engaging Students in Expedition and Field Science Room 209
Bringing students to the field and the field to students is a passion of Becky’s; one that can be challenging and frustrating, yet incredibly rewarding. Come learn how she 
accomplishes this with elementary age students with techniques replicable for students of all ages.

Rebecca Schnekser – Bio on Page 5

Friday, March 1, 2019 (continued)
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Session IV 12:45 p.m. - 1:40 p.m.

Opportunities in All Occasions: Love & Logic Room 408
Walter Johnson will be giving an introduction to Love and Logic™. Bishop Dunne Catholic School has been using this discipline model for the past four years. The primary 
goal of Love and Logic is to foster a positive relationship between students and teachers. In this session you will be learn the Love and Logic approach to dealing with power 
struggles in the classroom, myths about discipline, the principles and rules of Love and Logic.

Walter Johnson Jr. is a member of Bishop Dunne 1981 graduating class and gained All-district honors in football. Mr. Johnson has earned a BA from Angelo State Uni-
versity and an MS in Counseling from Capella University. He is a devoted husband to Lisa Johnson and the devoted father of Alesia, Walter III, and Nicholas Johnson. All 
three children have followed in their father’s footsteps and are proud members of the Bishop Dunne Catholic School family. In addition to being a husband and father, Mr. 
Johnson has also pastored the Faithful Believers Church family for fifteen years.  For twelve years, Mr. Johnson sang professionally and worked with gospel recording artist, 
Tim Miner, Deleon Richards, Cindy Cruise, Nicole Mullins, and Al Green. In 1999 Mr. Johnson returned to the Bishop Dunne Community. He has served as a counselor, 
assistant dean of students, and now currently holds the position of dean of students. In his role is to create an environment of cooperation between students, faculty, and 
parents. One of Mr. Johnson’s greatest assets is helping students who are experiencing conflict, resolve them by teaching student’s empathy, understanding, and compassion.  
He has been awarded the Work of Heart Award by the Catholic Foundation for his commitment to Catholic School education. He has taught Audio Production and Choir. 
Mr. Johnson currently serves as the NCAA Clearinghouse liaison, Fellowship of Christian Athletes coordinator and the director of the Sounds Of Bishop Dunne Choir.

Breakout with OneNote  Room 310
Breakout of the classroom with Microsoft OneNote. Explore how to integrate OneNote in your classroom and learn how to create a virtual breakout room using Office 365 
and OneNote.

Erica Culton and Christine Voigt – Bio on Page 6

GeoCivic: A Feet and Hands-on Approach to Redistricting and Apportionment  Room 304
Learn about how the GeoCivics project combines three resources to guide conversations about redistricting and apportionment: giant state maps provide historical back-
ground and information about current population distribution; background presentations offer details about politics, geography, and history; and geospatial technology 
tools enable participants to redistrict their states using real census data and state features. All tools are free and available for use in your classroom today!

Anita Palmer – Bio on Page X

Becoming a National Geographic Certified Education Room 205
National Geographic Educator Certification is a free professional development program that recognizes K-12 educators committed to inspiring the next generation of 
explorers, conservationists, and changemakers. NGS educators are part of a an effort to empower students to be informed decision-makers equipped to solve meaningful 
challenges in their communities and beyond. Don’t just teach students about the world—teach them how to change it. This session counts as Phase 1 of the Educator Cer-
tification.

Dr. Thomas Larsen – Bio on Page 7

Engaging Students in Expedition and Field Science Room 209
Photography is a powerful tool that can be used in the classroom to enhance, inspire, and motivate students of all ages. Come learn how to use still and 360 photography 
and videography in the classroom with your students.

Rebecca Schnekser – Bio on Page 5

Student Research: A Passion Project  Library
Students taking Science Research and Advanced Technology are encouraged to pursue any topic they propose.  In concert with their instructor, students then take the time 
to find out background information and example data collected from scientists in the fields of these topics. Students use mapping tools, posted data, or information they 
collect to tell a cool story about the topic they are studying.  Join the following students as they tell what they’ve found out about:

A Computer and Google Code: Watch the World Go Round! Anacelia Aguilar
Tracking America’s Biggest Predators – Jaguars and Bears. Jack Schulz
Mapping the Brain: Music’s Effect on Learning, Moods and More! Grayson Reese
Give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day.  Teach us to trade and we’ll be driving Mercedes! Marlow Martensen
To Divide and Gather: Once divided, a South Dallas highway calls us back together. Olivia Dugger

Friday, March 1, 2019 (continued) Friday, March 1, 2019 (continued)
Empowering Elementary Students to Think and Solve Problems with Geography Room 209
Join us as we explore technology tools that give students engaging opportunities.  Cover every subject or age level with simple lessons and free technology. Come explore 
ways to get your students thinking and learning with geographic connections to standard curriculum content. Take home ready-to-implement lessons and strategies.

Barbaree Duke is an educational consultant with GISetc and Managing Editor at Directions Magazine from her home base in Foley, AL. She is a veteran English teacher as 
well as a technology and GIS educator. Barbaree earned her bachelor’s degree from Baylor University and taught for 15 years in Texas, Alabama, and North Carolina.  In ad-
dition to numerous articles, lessons and learning experiences, she authored three books on integrating mapping and geography technology into regular classroom settings. 
Her hands-on, realistic approach to education gives teachers and students a comfortable place to learn while offering fresh, practical ideas to improve student engagement.

International Disaster Mapping - Saving the World One Click at a Time  Room 102
Each year, disasters around the world kill nearly 100,000 and affect or displace 200 million people. Many of the places where these disasters occur are literally “missing” from 
any map, and first responders lack the information to make valuable decisions regarding relief efforts. After disasters strike, updated maps are extremely important to emer-
gency responders. These maps help measure damage, identify priority areas, navigate around damaged roadways, and more efficiently deliver aid to people in need.  From 
Ebola communities in Africa to earthquakes in Mexico City or hurricanes in the Caribbean the students of BDCS geography & GIS have logged thousands of hours over 
the years helping save lives around the world. This workshop presentation will introduce participants on how to use this exciting mapping platform (Humanitarian Open 
Street Map) and then give them an opportunity to make a difference somewhere in the world and in the lives of their students.

Brad Baker is one of the most experienced high school teachers of GIS in the country. He offers three years of GIS courses for students at Bishop Dunne Catholic School. 
His students have been honored in local and national news and at the Esri International GIS Users Conference. Brad also coaches archery and designs an active hands-on 
approach to every class he teaches. Practiced in getting students to create their own island paradise, Brad also prepares his students to work through issues resulting from 
major disasters and power outages.

Students Leaving an Impact in Southern Dallas Library
Students will share their work on addressing a major issue of Southern Dallas.  Bishop Dunne students will talk through the problem-solving process from class application, 
how they determined their goals, who they partnered with to better understand the challenges of this part of the city and how they came up with the plan to address one of 
the issues they investigated. Several challenges arose along the way which students and teachers worked through as they followed the design process through several cycles.  
They will conclude with what is left to implement the changes and how the plans they chose will continue to make an impact into the future far beyond their year’s work on 
this issue. Finally, students will talk about how the design process changed through each iteration of exploration, design and evaluation.  

Ethan Casas, Dorien Casey-Franklin, Sam Cheung, Allyson Cyr, Niko Gonzales, McClain Martensen, Gabe Matous, with facilitator Roger Palmer

Lunch 11:25 a.m. – Noon 

 Bishop Dunne Cafeteria

Keynote Presentation Noon – 12:40 p.m.

Windows to the Wild  Monsignor Milam J. Joseph Auditorium
We create an incredible visual experience to the discerning adventurer who is looking for a unique and unforgettable experience. Guests will be able to watch birds free-fly-
ing naturally in groups due to Window to the Wild’s skills in harnessing the birds’ innate habits and turning instinctive behavior into breathtaking visual displays. These 
striking performances educate the public about conservation and heighten awareness of various animal behaviors.

Lindsey and Simon McNeny have extensive experience dedicated to training wildlife for public education by providing personal interactions with the beautiful cohabiters 
of our planet. The McNenys incorporate nature into the steel and concrete environments of our man-made world by bringing live, interactive displays of the wonders of 
nature to unusual and unexpected places. 
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Friday, March 1, 2019 (continued)

Session V 1:45 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

Engaging Students in Life-Long Fitness Room 408
Athletic or confident students may love competitive games or activities provided by organizations or schools.  Yet what can we do for students that who sit out, are unen-
gaged with activities that can lead to healthy lifetime hobbies?  By adding elements to games that remove the need to show physical excellence but involve strategy, win by 
engaging people in relationships, or by evening the playing field, which can open up worlds to all students to find life-long fitness hobbies that add huge elements of fun 
and benefits of fitness.

Leah Wheeling – Bio on Page 7
 

Two Ends of the Same Line. Two Sides of the Same Crime. The 57 Bus  Room 310 
Dashka Slater wrote an award-winning book titled The 57 Bus which chronicles events of two people who, but for overlapping on a single bus for eight minutes a day, would 
never have met. Using spatial technologies, this presentation tells the story of their intersection. The presentation demonstrates teaching with rich visual tools.

J. Scott Sires is the GIS Program Coordinator and Faculty at Brookhaven College. Here he is responsible for designing, creating and administering Brookhaven’s geospatial 
technology program which offers more classes than any other higher ed campus in Texas. Scott has worked for over 30 years in the geospatial technology industry. These 
included telecommunications, local government, state government and commercial clients to offer training and expertise in a full range of GIS services.

Studying Your Neighborhood  Room 304
Southern Methodist University has a growing GIS effort that gives students the chance to apply spatial tools to local problems. This adds both analytical capability and 
clarity for students wanting to communicate their ideas to other stake holders like schools, neighborhood associations, and granting agencies. Projects engage students from 
undergraduate through graduate school and create a great means of support for community-based projects.

Working across the boundaries of urbanism, landscape mapping, and public engagement, Zarazaga explores ways to connect culture and community to place. Using GIS 
and participatory community mapping, she explores the impact of civil and environmental choices on the design of the sustainable city. Jessie has been a highlighted TEDx 
speaker and gets her students to apply their map skills in addressing issues around Dallas.

To Be or Not to Be: A Closer Look at CRISPR and Gene Editing Room 205
Genetic manipulation has become a powerful tool to biologists in the past 20 years. Discovery of how to use parts of bacteria to clip and introduce segments of DNA which 
add specific traits has revolutionized how we think about treatment or organism design. We will look at how scientists use the technology to introduce beneficial traits into 
plants to increase our global food security. Some implications for what these tools can do for animals and humans creates discussion among the community of how far this 
can be applied. 

Dr. Varga is a biology professor at UNT Dallas, and she earned her doctorate in neurobiology from the University of Illinois at Chicago. Dr. Varga has been a strong 
advocate of partnering with local schools and development of programs to engage South Dallas. Dr. Varga is part of the UNT Dallas Urban SERCH Institute dedicated to 
providing service, education, and research projects with the purpose of improving the social, economic, and community well-being of Dallas’ southern sector. The SERCH 
Institute will serve as a key strategic component in fulfilling the university’s mission to be a catalyst in the City of Dallas’ GrowSouth Initiative.

Enlightening English Language Arts with Geography Room 209
Join us for a fresh take on technology for English Language Arts.  We’ll explore geographic lessons and technology tools to engage your students with literature, writing and 
research.  Bring your questions, challenges and zeal to do something different in English class.

Barbaree Ash-Duke – Bio on Page 8

Engaging Girls as STEM Explorers  Room 102
Interest in science across the board peaks in mid to late grade school.  Something happens to turn many off to the fun and excitement there is in science by 9th grade. This 
is even more so for girls. Join me in a discussion of ways to introduce students to what is exciting about creating objects, discovering relationships with measurements or 
seeing the results of a hypothesis when tested appropriately. We will talk about how to make science not just fun but relational, team building and ways to engage students 
who may be put off by the technical nature of science -- or other reasons some lose this love they have to figure things out.  

Educator, innovator, and scientist (EIS). Blending style, science and substance, she makes science a wonderful learning experience for students. Her love for science began 
at a young age, growing up in a household with parents who were pharmacists. Jennifer and her younger sister (who is also a scientist) learned the impact science had on 
society. Ms. Stimpson completed her collegiate work at Dillard University in New Orleans, Louisiana. After receiving her Bachelor’s in Chemistry, she attended the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls, Iowa where she graduated with a Master’s degree in Environmental Chemistry, the first African American woman at this campus to 
do so. Jennifer is a science educator at The Hockaday School, and previously worked as a chemistry teacher at Dallas ISD’s Townview Magnet Center.
 

To Fly, to Dream, an Amazonia Reflection Library
In this session, I will teach ways to use drone technology to make high resolution/3D maps. As well as talk about my field experience in Peru and go out to fly the drone!

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Breakfast and Registration 8:15 a.m. - 8:55 a.m.

 Bishop Dunne Cafeteria

Saturday Morning 9:00 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.

GeoTech Field of Dreams  Room 310
The GeoTech Field of Dreams is a landscape of varying experiences that include creating data rich maps and models using drones, digital probes, and maps. Join us as we 
print off a 3D model of 5 Mile Creek, calculate the runoff patterns of athletic fields, make a drone assisted heat map above the northern woods on campus, and build your 
own phone-based survey tool that automatically puts your survey results on the map!

9:00 a.m. It’s a Drone Based World – Flying 5 Mile Creek Roger Palmer

10:00 a.m. Processing Drone Shots into 3-D Models Brad Baker

10:30 a.m. Printing 3D Models Vladimir Sosa

11:00 a.m. Using GIS to Visualize 3D Data and put it in ArcGis Online Roger Palmer

Introduction to Ceramics Workshop  Art Room
The Art Department will be providing a 3-hour pottery class to learn the fundamentals of ceramics and sustainability.  In this class, you will learn to wedge clay and how to 
successfully throw a bowl on the wheel!  Come join us as only 12 spots are available!

9:00 a.m.  Introduction to Ceramics Workshop Hannah Patton
  Allie Ramirez

Microsoft Teacher Academy: Office 365 Room 304
Educators will learn how to integrate the latest technology into their classroom and enhance student fluency using Microsoft Office365 and emergent technologies such 
as OneNote and Skype in the Classroom. Participants are encouraged to bring existing lessons and learn some innovative ways to hack the classroom with Microsoft tech-
nology.

9:00 a.m.  Microsoft Teacher Academy: Office 365 Christine Voigt

Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Saturday Afternoon 12:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

GeoTech Field of Dreams (continued)  Room 310

12:15 p.m. Making Your Own Mobile Field Application with Survey 123Web Anita Palmer

12:45 p.m. Taking Data with Your Mobile App:
 Drones as Platform for More Than Just Photos Scott Sires

1:20 p.m. Mapping Field Collected Data from Drones Roger Palmer

Introduction to Ceramics Workshop (continued)  Art Room

12:15 p.m.  Introduction to Ceramics Workshop Hannah Patton
  Allie Ramirez

Microsoft Teacher Academy: Office 365 (continued) Room 304

12:15 p.m.  Microsoft Teacher Academy: Office 365 Christine Voigt
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Tickets can be purchased at bdcs.org/LitFest. 
Please contact Brinkley Schneider at bschneider@bdcs.org or call Devin Nguyen at 469 291 1796.
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